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T THE GL

From Thoe Knickerbocker.
THE WIND,.

THE Wind has voices that defy
The apirit's utmost scruliny
We shudder at its sobbing wail,
And shrink when howles the rolling galoy
And even its softest breath is henrd,
Like soma hall-muttered, saddening word 1
Of all i1 strning theve is no voice
That bids the thrilling heart rejoice !

The sailor, on the silent sens,

May lonyg to hail the freshning breezo §
The blast that whirls the epatiered foam
Will waft him to his distant home
Yet, while the loosened sail e flings,
That gives his foaing bicd its wings,
His manly heart will often feel

Some strange, dread fney o'er it steal,

When eronched beside the winiry blaze,
And Midnight sings its wonted lays,
The music of the mingling tune,

Now rising high and falling soon,

The whiling and eomplaining ones
Might be n langh, though more a moan §
But wild or sad, or high or low,

It ever takes a tone ol wo,

Ive neon it stir the nested rills

Amid the topmost erysinl hills 3

Have watched it deive the clearing elonds,
And seream along the quivering ehrowds;
Dread, strange, the same in every hour,
Restless, formlees, unscen MPower !

A voice thnt gives s no reply

A sound that shinkes, wo know not why !

I nevar heard it on the shore

Coneerted with the watery roar;

Or sweeping where the sullen breeze
Glides like aspireit throngh the trees

Nor listen to 1ts mustering wail,

When wintry tempests swell the gale,
But haunting fancies, dark and wild,
Brood like the dreams thatdaunta child,

Yetnot the less my battling =oul

Springs liken racor to 1ts goal;

Can wring ajoy that elss wore pain,

Wihen blasts howl o'er the erying main

Hear music in the mournful tine

That softens on the galesof June,

And gather from the firesile tona

A =al, swect lanouage all [fs own,

Newburyport, (Mage.) Jun. 1543, Grosor Lusr,
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A LEGEND

Of the Mountain of Burning Stone.

A story of the first Monteznma—hy the Author of
“Lafitte,” *'Capr Kidd,” &c., in two paris,

PART Tl{ E FIRST.

L]

Inthe centre of the present empire of
Mexico, and within the borders of the beau-
tiful country once inhabited by the ancestors
of those wild and splendid savagoes, the Ca-
manches, lics a chain of clevated mountains
whose snowy peaks pierce the skies, leaving
the vast field of clouds floating midway be-
tween them and the plams.  Toward the
south they make a majestic curve and en-
close within their embrace a circle twelve
leagues in diameter, in the midst of which
sleeps like a fair garden, the valley of Alco-
lo (itself’ enclosed by a lake) and the loveli-
est gem on the breast of the earth. Oneof
these mountains is loftier than the rest, and
on its summit burns a star-like blaze, which
is said to be a single diamond, but inaccessi-
ble to human reach. This peak is hence
called the ** Mountain of the Burning Stone."
By day, the shining apex glows with all the
dyes of the rainbow; at night its light is like
pulu moonshine.

At the time of our story this valley was
the centre of an empire now no more.—
Here was the palace and throne of the em-
perors, and the centre of wealth, power and
magnificence. In its midst rose a proud ci-
ty, gorgeous with swelling domes, ncedle-
like pinnacles and majestic wwers, through
which, dividing it into two parts, flowed a
stately river which, for more than a lengue,
reflected from cither shore, on its silver lio-
som, two continuous lines of temples, pala-
ces and edidees of costly grandeur,

On the throne of this glorious empire sat
Ulyd, the lust monarch of his race, Ho was
haughty, imperious and cruel.  His foot rest-
ed upon the necks of his subjects, and his
sceptre was converted into a sword, which
hourly drank human blood, But Eylla, the
daughter of Ulyd, was gentle as the dove in
spirit; as beautiful as Liyn, the Angel of the
Flowers, and graceful as the antelope that
runs upon the mountains. The tyrant loved
his daughter, and that love was all that har-
monized his nature.

.l.

In one of the lesser streets of this gorge-
ous capital lived a poor net-maker, whose
sole merit was his honesty, and whose only
income was the daily pittance earned by the
toil of his hands. Ie was a widower ; but
Heaven had tempered iis judgments with
mercy, and left him a son to share his labors
and solace his old age. Montezuma, the
name of this youth, wis now twenty years of
age. His stature was lofty and lis port no-
ble; while grace and beauty were stamped
upon his fuce and person.  His dignity was
that of virtue § his beauty that of a gentle
temper and cheerful heart,  He was belov-
ed and idolized by all of his rank, doated on
by his futher, and despised, so closely had
nature allied him to thiem, by the nobles.—
Such was Montezuma, at the period of our
story.

.

* Stand aside, serf!* were the stern tones
of an officer, addressed to a youth who with
thousand others was watching the procession
of the emperor, his nobles and the priests of
the Sun on their way to offer sucrifices at
each gate of the city, to propitiate the wrath
of their deity—{for rain had not fillen on the
eiurth in the space of four months, and the
sun had burned up the harvest, The eyes

of this youth scemed to be fixed more par- |

ticularly on the Princess Eylla, than on the
spectacle,

* Stand aside, serf! * and a glittering spear
point at the same instant pricked the breast
of the youth, wlio caught it in his hand, ere
it could penetrate, wrestod it from the noble's
5rup. broke itin twain, and cast the pieces

isdainfully at his feet.

$Ha! "is the slave Montezuma!® cried
the infuriated officer, * He has mocked us
full long. Cut him down !,

Butere the guard which were about the
emperor and his daughter, and which the of-
ficer commanded, eould vbey this command,
the crowd opened to the right and lefi and
received the destined victim 1o their bosom,

* Hew your way to him ! * eried the noble.
¢ Cut the slaves in pieces!’

* Nay, my sire, will you let blood be apilled
on this sacred time 1’ plead the sweet and
earnest voice of the princess Eylla, who, ri-

in the chariot beside the emperor, had
fnilgund this scene. "

* They are my slaves, and it is in their
blood that I flout above their heads,” was the
stern reply of the tyrant,

* Nay, father!’

* Lot them die ! saw you not that the serf
rebelled. '

* Nay, he did but protect his life.!

t And wherefore should he dare save his
life, when my officer of the guard was pleas-
ed to take 1! )

* Nay—fither ! seo how the poor people
full before the weapons of the ficree gunrds,
And look ! they press upto fill the gap, and
with their hearts place a barrier between thy
vengeance and its victim !

Therefora should they die!®

* Spare him—spare them—father, for my
sake bid them hold! Shall Eylla plead in
vain?'

* Axcnla, eall off your guards.
solence is enough punished.

The lovely princess full upon his neck and
gratefully kissed him, and in strange nffee-
tion he returned it, and then sternly bade the
pracession move on. But Eylla—for eari-
Osily to gaze on a man for whom so many
gave themr lives, had led her to seck him out
i the crowd—did not pass on, ere she re-
ceived from the diurk eyes of a handsome
yonth a look of grateful homage und acknowl-
edgement—for the gentleness of tho princess
tll'l'l\' IIE'I.' ns near 1o lllﬂ licarts Ur |||.’r Sllhjﬂl.'l!‘
as the sternness of her father removed him
from them—so Montezuma felt it was no in-
sult for his gaze, low as he was, to meet that
of the princess, and to thank her for her in-
terposition,  But the mischief done by that
glance, is incaleuluble. The princess rode
on, but from that moment forgot the proces-
sion—her futher—every thing but the fuce
of the youth fur wlom she had interposed.
Her bosom ot first was filled with curiosity to
know who he could be for whom men cast
away their lives 5 and then her thoughts ran
upon his lofty aspeet ond noble bearing—
dwelt upon his fine eves and beautiful fea-
tures,  But the more she thought, the mors
bewildered shn grew, till at length recalled
to herself by the approach of the procession
al the temple, she hung her head in confu-
sion, and concealed the blush of shame that
crimsonied her check with the silken folds of
her vesture,

Their in-

v,
That night the lovely princess Eylla sat
in her gorgeous chamber, Her slaves, in
rich dresses, kneeled at a distance with their
hands luid across their bosoms,silently watch-
ing the least sign of her will or gesture of
commund, It was moonlight, and the silve-
ry flood poured in at the open lauice by
which she sat, and filling upon her fuir fore-
head gave it the whiteness of Puris marble,
with the soft lustre of the pearl.  Onesnowy |
hand, half" in the moonlight, half in shade,
sustained her cheek.  She was buried in doep
thought, and ever and anon, her snowy bo-
som would heave and fall, and from her just
parted lips a low sigh escaped.  All ut once,
she rose to her feet, and at the same instant
her slaves flew and prosteated themselves
around ler,
¢ Ophiel, remnin with me ; the rest of you
retire to your couches, 1 need your attend-
ance no longer, till the dawn.!
Slowly, with their faces wened townrds
her, the submissive slaves retired—and the
princess was left alone with her confidant.

L 0|llli(‘|

thee, But bo speedy, discreet, and both
cunning and wise as the fabled Anaconda of
thy own lind 1 * _

The slave prostrated hierself at the feet of
hier mistress § thon rising reverontly kissed
her hiand and glided from the chamber;—
while the lovely Eylla, her virgin bosom tor- |
tured and bewildered by a thousand new
|nml steange thoughts, yet all pleasing, reseat-
ed hersell in the window and gazed vacant-
v upon a range of gardens, villus, fountains,
towers and domes, all mingled in gorgeous
conlusion, and lying like a magic scene be-
neath the radiance of the moon, which flood-
ed all with a light so mellow that the whole
scemed to be seen through a sea of transpa-
ront silver,

V.

In the door of a lowly hut of reeds and
mals, in a remote quarter of the capital, sit
an aged man mending nets by the light of
the moon ; the beams of which rested like
snow flukes on his white head,  Suddenly a
shadow passed between him and his light,und
he looked up,

*Welcome, Montezuma, my child. T have
beguiled the hours waiting thy coming, by
putting a stich, as well as my old eves will
let me, here, and there in the net.  You are
pale.’

*1 have nced to be pale, sir, said the
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youth, casting himself' upon a settee beside
the door,  He who earries the ruddy cheek
of a careless heart, at this time, Joves not
his country, and has no manhood. We are
a nition of slaves, father—butlight has broke
in upon us.  The tyrant shall die and man's |
blood shall no longer be counted water,”

* Hush, boy," said the old man, lifting his
shaking finger,

* There has heen blood spilled this day,
and were it not that the tyrant was the father
of the fair princess Eylla, 1 would slay the
slayer with my own hand,

*Hist, son—my child, silence! * Speak
not such words ! Ere this thy words have
beon canght up, and swift wings are bearing
them 1o the emperor’s cars. What aileth
thee 1°

‘1 have whispered rebellion,’ econtinued
the young mun, heedless of his father's words,
“in the willing ears of thirty thousand of my
fellow slaves—*

*Son, son—sce, we are not alone =le
wears the emperor’s livery. Thou art lost
—lost—lost! Did I not bid thee keep si-
lence 1'  And the parent flung himself dis-
tractedly onthe neck of his son.

The young man rose quickly as lie saw a
stranger approach the hovel, and placed his
hatd upon his bosom.  But without making |
further demonstrations of preparation for a!
hostile meeting, hie proudly and calinly awuit-
ed him,

* Is this the abode of Nelef, the net-ma-
ker?* demanded the stranger, haughtily ad-
dressing the old man.

*1tis; what would you with my father 71
replied the young man.

*Then thou art Montezuma, his son, 1
have an order to guide thee to the palace.’ |

‘Lead o, Tam ready to die—for my |
blood will twrn 1o fire and Kindle a flame
that the tyrant's blood ean alone extinguish.”|

* Ha, this is language!

*Plain enough for a courtier’s cars.— |
Farewell, father,” !

* Farewell, old man,® he said feelingly as

* Your highness, answered the lovely Pe-
ruvian slave, sull kneeling at the feet of her |
mistress,

*You lave heard that seversl men wore
slhiin to~day, as we passed through the city
townrds the temple? ?

¢ Nay, your lughness, T did not.  But as
scarce a day gous by without hloodshed, 1
doubt not that this day has had its share,' re-
plied the slave, with a mixtre ol wony and
sorrow in her manner,

* Hist, minion. It ismy father’s unhappy
disposition.  Yet he loves me.”

* So does the lion of Peru; yes, the tiger
of Yucatan loves his whelp,*

* Have done, Ophiel," said the princess,
with some sternness.  She then added with
kindness,* I have detained thee to serve me
with thy ready wits and well-tried faithful-
ness.— Listen !

The slave bent her head reverently and
gratefully npon her bosom, nnd silently await-
ed the communication of the will of hier mis-
L ess,

*There was some commotion to-day
amaong the populace, caused by sn atlempt

of the officer of the emperor's guard 1o seize
a youth who inadvertently, and (rom too ea-
ger curiosity 10 witness the procession, thrust
himself forward before the others, 1 heard
lim called Montezuma, Know you such a
one by name in the ¢ity, and his dogree 7

* Was lie tll and Kindly in his port, your
highness?’

* He looked majesty himsolf,  Such, me-
thinks as a prince of the sun sbould appear !’

* Was he youthful witlnl 7°

* Searce the dowa had darkened his lip,
and the scissors had never yet touched his
flowing locks of jot.!

*Did he smile like the sun in May ; and
| wits his eye like n diamond setin jet upon a
Lground of pearl, Nushing fire and speaking
|intelligence 2

*The same,Ophiel.  Thou hast seen lim,
| maiden !

* Was he haughty,yet his hnughtiness blem
with the modesty, lessening his degree, and
while ho looked, if" ke dovked on thee, did
[ his eyes, while they gazed, seemed to plead
thy forsivensss for the deed as they commit-
ted it 1!

* T'hou hast painted him to the very sems
blance, chit," said the princess, laughing and
blushing, as she detected a smile lorking in
the dimpled mouth of her confidant.

After taking one or two turns through the
apartment, she stopped and turoed 1o the
fuir Peruvian, in whose cast down yet know-
ing look, she detected the knowledge of whay
she had not yet dared to confess to herself,
* Ophiel," said she, * be fuithful and seeret.
Seek out this Montezuma. I would see a
youth for whom men so freely cast away
their lives, as [ have this duy seen them do.'

' Your highness, he is a net-maker's son.’

' The better still. If he is not princely
born, it were better that ho were at lr:- other
\end of the degree. Go—I would see him.
Use what othgr instruments thou Wilt to aid

[ the messenger, should think *tig my father's |

he Laid the fainting form of his parent on the |
setien he hid himsell” just occupied,  * Now |
sit, lead on w the emperor. -

The moon rode high towards mhlui:.'hl,!
scaree touching with its nearly vertical beame |
the outer verge of the window in the apirt-
ment of the princess, when the door apened, |
and the slave Ophicl softly entered and stole
to the feet of her misiress.

CAVell, Opliel 1Y

“1le is without.!

* Who went for him 1?

‘Teal,

' Thy lover,) .

The slave blushed and hung her head.

*Wihat said he when bidden ??

* Thit he would obey the emperor’s com-
mands, and spoke some other words of feur-
ful import.!

s welll T would that hie, as well as

communds.  Admt lum,'

The princess arranged her robes in more
graceful folds, and with an air of mingled
majesty and condescension, prepared 1o re-
ceive the young man, as the slive ushered |
bim into lier presence,  As he entered, lis
| port was hiughty, and his eye flashed ronnd |
| defiunce, as he soemed to seek the person of
[the emperor,  But the lovely form of the
princess meeting, instead, his glanee, lis
| whole bearing chango ; the eye lost its fire
and assumed u soiter light ; the lip its ewl ;
and the aspect und port of defiance was con- |
verted inio one of devotion and gentleness ;
and he knecled revercntly before her, witly
his hunds on his breast, The princess mirk-|
ed the instant change, and a blush of pleasure
increased her loveliness,

¢ Thou art called Montezuma, the son of
Nelef, the net-maker 1?

*Lam the low born slnve thou hast named,
lovely princess,” he answered with as much
of proud scorn as the presence of his royval
mistress would permithim to assume,  This
expression of his feeling did not escape her
nelice,

* Methinks thou art the cause of a certain
tumult in the streets to-day 1°

' Noble princess, inasmuch as you judge!
me 1o have done wrong, L confess my error.
But neither 1, nor those wha dicd to protect.
my poor life, have done wrong to the tyrant
Forgive me, lady—I had forgotien, looking
on the gentle fuce, thou was his daughter.—
Bot if I offend, thou hast only 1o order me to
the block—and death from thy hund were
better than life, with thy futher's foot upon
my neck.'

* You areever hasty Montezuma. I would
ask thee, how thou, so young, and of your
degree, lins gpained such influcnce over the
souls of men1' Who would thus die for the
emperor ! none.'

* It is because Iam a man.!

‘ Ha! this to the daughier 1®

*Pardon. 1t should have been said to the
sire.’

* Thy spirit is to quick, Tt becomes not

thy station, If my father has injured thee
lelymuono. Wzalunldobtjlhﬂ' y
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* Nay, spenk not so gently—I cannot bear
ity and burying his face in his hands he
was for a moment overcome with emaotion.
The princess was affocted, and was also si-
lent.

* Forgive my weakness, your highness—
but it is past now. Your gentleness to me,
has saved your father'skingdom, and perhaps
his life.

* Speak, quickly-~what mean you??

* 1 will confess all, and then die, knowing
that L have not siruck the blow that should
make you wreiched,

He Inoked enquiringly at the slave, and
then at the princeas, and wis silent,

¢ Ophicl, wait in the ante-rpom.' The
princess and the young conspirator were laft
alone. He then unfolded to her the whole
conspiracy, which had been hinted at, and
expliined Minutely its past progress and pre-
sent giate, and its ultimate aim,  She listen-
ed with mingled surprise, terror and admira-
tion.

The moon began to pour its fuding light
into the western window of the ronm, ere the
princess called the wondering Opliicl, and
bade her see the man was reconducted in
safvty nand secresy to his nbode,

In this interview, the princess deteeted
her love for the yonth, and 1o her ploased sur-
prise discovered his for hersell.  Cupid isa
true democrat.  He knows no rank. The
youth eficouraged by the princess, and ready
to tuke all upon a cast, at length did beldly
confiss his daring passion, and then preparo
his mind for death.  But to his surprise and
Joyy the gentle and lovely woman, not only

| listened to lim, but in her turn confessed her

love. Here was a singular and  wonder(ul
spectacle to Luman eyes! a princess and a
peasant vowing to each other, love undying,
love unchanging, love etornal, Here had
Love fully established the axiom, that *two
extremes meet'  He had magically brouglit
together two noble spirits that Nawre and
Fortune had sundeved widely, Well had
Maria del Oceidente sung,

! Natare never former n soul

Without ita own peeulinr mate.?

PART THE SECOND.

Tliree months passed away, and in the in-
terim the lovers met frequently, and as the
violets that grow in couples are sweetest
scented, so sweeter and deeper grew their
love by frequent mingling of their young
hearts. Ina politic fumale it would have
heen policy to have cherished the love of a
handsome youth, whose word could arm fifiy
thousand men within the eapital’s walls ;—
and in case of her coming to the throne, the
most refined diplomacy, to have secared the
safety of her empire by permitting so danges
rous a person to shureit.  But Eylla was no

politician, and knew nothing of "diplomucy |

but that of the heart.

At length n rumor reached thie ears of the
emperor, thit atnight the princess recpived
stolen visits from a man in disguise, who
seemed to lnve free coress (rom the palace
atall times between twilicht and dawn.—
Montezuma was watched, and followed, and
seen to enter the wing containing the apart-
ments of the princess,  Word was conveyed
to the emperor, who seon after attended by
his guards, unannounced, entered suddenly

her voom,  The lovers were discoverid— |

Montezuma, sealed at the feet of his lovely
mistress, attentively listening with upward
gaze, while sho was. relating some interest-
ing tile, her snowy fingers the while half
hidden nmong his raven locks.

* Svize the waitorons shive !

EyHa shricked av the sound of Lis terrible
voice, which gave the fisst intimation of lis
presence, and the next instant, true to her
love and bier womanhood threw hewself’ be-
tween the soldicrs and her love,

' Back! Touch him not !*

*Seize him !* shouwed the monarch with
vehemence,

* No—no—hold, I command!*

¢ Spear the hound ! Y

¢ Throvgh ny heart then seek his,!

The guurds hesitated. She canght this
moment to address the enraged emperor.—
*Father ! listen,  Bid the guards wiit with-
out the door.  He cannot escape then, and
hear me one word !?

The empuror gazed on her penetrating eye
a moment, and then waved Lis hand for the
soldiers to withdruw,  The three were left
together,  The monarch as restless as a ca-
ged tiger, pacing near the door—tlie young
man standing silent, proud and calm before
lim,

* No traitress |

* Nay, I am wanting nothing in my love or
loyalty 1o my king and sire,’ she said ap-
proaching and kneeling, before him ;—*Hear
me my father ! You have ouce loved your
Eyllnl Have you forgotien how in infancy
I savupon your knee—and how, as I grow
older, each morning 1 laid upon your pillow
the sweetest flowers, nor left your couch un-
til you had kissed me.  And when I got to
be a maiden grown, and thou wert sick, nigh
unto death, how I watched thy couch and
cooled thy brow, and did you not suy I was
i blessing to thee, and you owed your life
1o my tender nursing 1°

* My child.—Eylla ! *

* Thon art moved, T see returning love
for thy only daughter in the gentler beaming
of thy eye.  Father, I know you love your
own Eylla.'  As she spoke, she softly rose,
and like a child climbing its parent’s knee,
slid upwards into his arms, and lsid ber head
confidingly upon his breast,

* What would you, Eylla 7* and his voice
was affoctionate, and he looked tenderly
down upon her, and forgot the presence of
the object of his lute wrath.

* His life, father, and thy forgiveness ! *

Hour words recalled the emperor to him-
self. He flung ber from him, yet still she
clung to him as he strode up to the young
man,

* Ha ! methinks I have seen that face!®

* Thou hast emperor.’

* Who art thou? *

* Montezuma, the net-maker's son.’

‘Eylla, is it s0? This slave---this serf,
thy paramour?’

* My betrothied husband ! *

* Princess Eylla, thou liest with thy false
tongue !

* 1 have spoken truth, father.’

* Then your fates are linked. The doep-
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est dungeon of the prison shall be your abade
till you get the better of this madness, Bt
by the bright sun if' I had a doubt, (yet 1
sce not why I should not) of thy honor, 1
would slay thee, with my own hand, ere thy
bosom heaved twice more.!

* Father, formy life I care not—the dun-
geon does not terrify me. It is thy disploa-
sure Lfeel. 1 am innocent !’

*1 believe thee, for mine own honor's
sake; for after this thy word hath little |
weight with me. Yet thou shalt not go un-
punished.  Ho ! without there. Soldiers, two |
of you guard this womun to the keepor |
of my pulace prison. Treat her pently, |
mind you, and bid the jailor on lis lifs see|
that she suflers no roughness; for, if'she be a |
prisoner, she is no less the daughter of your |
emperor.  For you, sir, for whose crimo I
cannot find a name—1 will invent for the a
death that shall in some degree measure it—
Bear him ofi'to the farthermost dungeon be-
neath the river,  If he eseape, the lives of
every soldier of my guard shall pay for his.!

Without a word ealmly and dignified, with
only sorrow at the princess® fate shading his
eountenance, the young man was led from the
apartment to become the occupant of the
dungeon,

'l.

The imprisonment of the princess lasted
but a few hours. The emperor, after the
first excitoment was past, felt the father re-
turn to his bosom, and sant for her to lus pre-
sence.  The resalt of this interview—to
judge from the expression of the fuce of the
princess when she met Ophicl—did not leave
her quite destitute of hope.

*You are pardoned | ' exolaimed the joy- |
ful slave, flying and throwing herself at” her |
fewt. |

* e has forgiven me. 1 have told himall
—the conspiracy nnd all,*

*And what sadd he 1°*

* Ttmade im more thouglitful than angry,
and he asked many questions about him,
then shook his head, walked the room und
muttered, 1 could only liear by picce-meal,

* OF policy==no heir 1o mysel{--the security
of the empire—a noble bearing—beter for
my sinceessor than a vobler—I will think of |
i—she loves him too—1lis influence among
the people—consolidate the empie. 1 could
hear nothing conseeutively,’

* Mark me, my noble mistress---you will
yet by lppy 1
| *I cannot tell you, Ophicl,
me---"

I *Who11?

¢ My futher, minion-==when T lefv him---
but I trembled when 1looked in his face and
saw how dirk his eyes were,  Hoe dare not
sluy lum, for he knows he will slay his duugh-
ter with the same blow,”

*What do you think will be done with
hime=-«that is, provided the emperor does not
give lim to you for a hushand 7°*

* Sileace, Ophiel, child ! Ile skall not
dic.

* And if they keep him in prison, woman’s
wits can get Lim out.?

CAs Lleft bimy my fulier bade me meet
him in couneil carly on the morrow.!

1 onngoe somethine from this,?

* May it be ol good,” was the foreboding
[ reply,

Ile kissed

| compinie
{apartment for the night.
TR

The ensuing day, in the impericl hall of

Justice* sat the emperor, sole judge and arlii-

tor of every case brought before this fearfisl POth Was over the fuotsteps of a million who |

(ribunali—1Iis word was the Liw—with him
{lay the power of lite and death,  He wasan-|
throned in grandeur, commensurate with his |
liel station, surrounded li}' his s]u[;,-]).' no- |
bles and glittering court, ‘
A jewel of great size, of mingled hues, and
duzzling as the san, blazed on his  crown,
Bofore him, ona martlo slab, elevated aligve |
the floor, stood bis executioner, holding ini
{ his hand and resting upon it, a gizantic sword
lgleaming in every beam, On the right of
tne cmperor and a step below him, on a
thrane of pearl inlaid with gold, sat the prin-
cess Eylla, pale and drooping, vet obseryvant
ol all thut passed,  She was attended by a
[brilliant galaxy of the ladies of ler court.
| The emperor was steenand silent, and thougly
from time to time lis danghter cast a glance
furtively upwards to read his face, it expres-
sion foiled interpretation. It afiords neither
{hope nor despair.  ‘I'he emperor now wav-
ed his hand—trumpet  sonnded—and load- |
ed to the carth widi elinins, the youthful pris- |
oner wis brought in the presence of liis judge,

|

stantly the trumpets sounded (hrice—a her-
ald eries “Long live the emperor, the broth-
er of the sun and governor of the universe !
—and thrice agnin  the rumpets resounded,

Itis known to all the world that the pre-
sent duzzling stone which adorns the imperi-
al erown, was found more than one thousand
years ago in the throat of a condor, which
fell dead in the court of the patace. From
the varicty of its hues and its brilliancy there
remains no doubt that it was brought from |
the glitering peak of the Mountain of the |
Burning Stone.  Every diamond having its |
mite, it has been the ambition of numerous
emperors to obtain the mate to this; and it
is estimpted that more than a million of
states’ prisoners liave perished in the course
of ages, in endeavoring to purchase their
forfuited lives, by reaching the summit. As
yet no human foot has trod it, and the dia-
mond is yet unobtained,

*Now, inasmuch as Montezuma, son of |

| the mountain and divested of his

free Press.

acelamations, murmurs of surprise and adu-
lating shouts of tha enslaved peaple, high
above which rose the wild shrick of the prin-
cess, the emperor dissolved the assombled
court and retired within the inner chambers
of the palace,

v,

Night had searcoly begundo veil the streets
of the capital in gloom, ere the private pos-
tern that gave access to the quarters of the
pulace oceupied by the princcss Exlla, was
cautiously opened, and a female figure enme
forth with her mantilla closely dewwn about
her furm and covering all hier face, save one
lively eye,  But with all her care, each pas-
sor=by Knew lier to be Ophiel, the favorite
slave of the princess.  After surveying the
ground about lier, to seo that she was unob-
servad, shie hastily durted  across the strect
into the shadow ol a temple, and swifily pur-
sued her way  through many winding and
across many squares, until she eame 1o n di-
lapidated budding, which had Cirmerly been
the abode of a minister of state who, with
his whole family, lad been beheaded within
its chiambers (o treasan, Tt was now the
abode of a sorceress, who, to many other
marvelons sciences, added the knowledte of
the seeret virtnes of all herbs, so that by her
art and skill she could both  econvey death
through the eye and restore a lifie by a breath,

At the sunken portal of this diead abode,
the female paused to look about her, and
then with a hesitating, yet onward step, she
entered  beneath the arch, and crossed the
deserted hall. At its extremity she came 1o
a low door, ut which, after liesitatinz an in-
stant, she knocked. A stern voice bade her
enter.  Before hersat the woman she sought,
In a fow words Ophicl 1old her of the love of
the princess and of Montezuma, and of his
sentence,

Wiy do you come hither maiden!' de-
manded the sorceress sternly, after the slave
had ended.

*For thie aid of your art and wonderful
knowledge. For the princess Eylla, who

has sent me hither, has heard that thon wert |
|skilled indall the mysteries of creation, and

that to thee are unfolded the hidden springs
of lifi,  She now asks the excrcise of this
power in her favor and that of the poor youth
who will assuredly perish else.  Caust thou
do nothing for Lim, mother 7

* The princess Eylla is gentle, fuir, and
virtvous,  Nhe shall be olieyed,
return.’

The sorceress left a room by adoor hith-

erto unseen, and Ophiel remained with her

Leart theebibing between liope and fear,

Wait my |

|
In | cued hLer,
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principle of life.  Eat sparingly at morning,
noon, und eve, and thy strength shull be as
the sun and neither the four eloments nor
the two great principles of heat and cold
|shall have power over the. Child of the
sun, run thy race, and rejoice in thy strength,*

The weary young man, ready to sink un-
der futigue and cold, and hitherto just about
to give up the further ascent in despair, place
ed asmall particle ofthe gum between his
lips. Tt instantly dissalved, und suddenly
be filta new principle of life. The stags
nant bload warmed and glowed in his stiffs
ening veins 3 his heart luaped; lis sinews
became strang; his spirits cheerful and full
of clasticity 3 and hope and anticipated vic-
tory ance more filled his soul, He was a
new bieing, e felt the strength of an im-
mortal, and the endaring power of the tires
loss sun, s first impulse was to spread
his handein geatitude to this visible dispen-
ser of life and heat, who was at that me-
ment descending the western horizon to light
unknown realms beyond its verge. Then
{earefully placing the remainder of the gum
in his vesture, Le sprang up the cone with the
\strength and fleetness of o cliamois, Upe
{ward and enward, and still upward, and un-
{wearied and unecasing he kept his skyward
| way, till the astonished troops below, who
had followed him umil he appeared hke a
'minute speck on a snow white spire could
scarcely  see him, nnd soon the mountain
mist and twilight veiled him from their view.

Three daysand nights they remained ene
camped at the foot of a mountain, and he
did notreappear. His death was then con-
sidered cerlain—The camp was ordered to
be struek, and the soldiers retuined to the
capital.  The emperor received the news of
the failure and death of tlie Lold aspirant
for his crown, with undisguised delight, For
in sending thither, he had only sent him to a
more lingering species of death than he could
have received from the axe of the headsman,
The princess, though struck with deep grief,
gave not away to despair, for there was an
anchor of hope in her soul to which she see
cretly clung.

‘.IO

The day following the returnsof the troops
an embassy fiom the Inca of Peru arrived
at tlie court of the emperor, 1o negotiate a
marringe between the heie apparent to his
throne and the princess Eylla.  This pros
position at onee met with the approbation of
the emperor, who was desirous to secure his
daughter against further attachment of a like
| niture with that form which he had just res=
The princess Bylla, therefore,

a few minutes the woman returned and plac- [ was commanded 1o prepare herself for the
edin her hand asmall scaled package, with | nuptials, by proxy, to take place on the third

these words @

duy after the arrival of the embassy. The

*Place this in his hands, and leave the|limits of a story will not permit us to enter
" & i 5 I . . - 5 &
rest for his manhood and his lofty love to ac- | into the feclings of the princess on this an-

complish.—-Depart speedily as thou camest.’

{nouneement.  She consented and obeyed,

Ere Ophiel could thank her or question | because shie looked for a diversion in her fa-
her of the contents of the package, she was | vor ere the fatal hour arrived—for she had

gone.
= Ve

The succeeding morning a band of a thou-
sand soldicrs murched out of the northern
gate of the cily—ther numbers seeving ratli-

er 1o add dignity 1o their mission, than as

neecessary 1o guard the

I by her auenduuts retired to ]wrl‘?llr';mllu.'l] within a league of the muuntain, | white, shining with pe

clained prisoner,
who moved with a proud step and unbroken 1
Thus speaking, the unlappy princess, ac- | bedring in their centre. . The fiest uight they | is eourt—the prine

not yet given up Montezuma,

The tridal hour arrived, and the proudest hall
af the imperial palace was porgeously decked
with banners, hangines of gald and crimson, and
innumerable sung composed of diamonds and
precious stones, ‘The pride and pemp and mag-
nificence of the nobles was displayed in a de.
gree hitherto unapproachied.  The 'cmpr:r-nr, ars
raved in his | I rohes, was surronndisd by
ns Jin rolies of snowy

irls, anud her Lright haie

The youth slept in his guarded tent, and his | #littering with jowels, stood on his right, her

dreams were of love and ambition—{or a
stout heart like his, and one that loved so tru-
Ly, did not despair of succoss, cven where liis

hid gone before him, aud left their bones
Lleaching on the wountain side. At mid-
night lis dreams of Eylla weve disturbed by
a slight touch on his shoulder.  Ho  started,
opened his oyes, and beheld an indistinet fig-
ure gliding from the tent, without walking the
the tived and sleeping guards, who doubtless,
thouglht their prisoner's safety sufliciently se-
cured by lis heavy chains—he at the same
moment discovered that something had been
leftin is hand.  Instinetively he hastily

concealed itin his bosom, and turning over ;"

with elanKing chinins, which roused his guar-
dians, once more sank to slumber.

With the rising sun the camp was in mo-
tion, und under a select puard of one thou-
siund men, the prisoner was led to the oot of
chitins.
The captain of the gunrd then embraced him

{ for he had compassion on his youth and geu |
tleness, and wishing him suceess, accompa- |

nied him a few paces on his way, aud bade
him farewell,

For the first two miles the accent was

Without trial—without even naming the of- [ comparatively casy, Butay l"“E‘h'hI" YOURS oy
fence with which he was charged—the em. | man, of whom ',I"" ‘“’I.'I*""’ vever lost "fgl"!';.. 0
peror, after gazing on him a moment, gave a | Feached the region of eternal snow, againsty |y, icin the hands of 1
parchment to one who stood at the fuor of | Which his dark form was | but jJust relioved | Wit speak
| the throne, and bade him to read aloud, In. | 9ppearing like u speck, which, save that they

had continued to Keepit intheie eye, could
not have been detecied.

When the young Montezuma, after great
hardships guined the region of eternal wine
ter, the verge of which, fur down the moun-
tain, was whitened with myriads of blecch-
ing bones, of those \\‘ho_ltad perished before
him, but which made him no fainter hearted,
he puused to survey the icy pyramid that
pierced nenrly a league higher into the skics,
presenting to the eye of those below onefpol-
ishied cone of ghttermg snow. crowned by
the starry gem that had burned on its erest
from the firstday ol ereation.  Nowwithstand-
ing the probably futal end of the attempt,
Montezama, after pazing upward awhile and
seeing many fssures in the sides of glacier,
invisible to those below, resolved to make 1t.
Lying down on the last spot of vendure 1o
rest his weary limbs, he reposed fur an hour

{ and then with a buld spirit and inspiriog him.

sell with the thought of Eylla, he began to

Melef the net-maker, his been adjudged a|scale the icy sieep.  He had wiled two hours
traitor, he is heveby condemuned tujbugmu. and won but a tweoticth  part of his way,
veyed from hence, closely guarded and in when, as overcome I.-y _I'II! Cll.lld l‘lld exeriion
chains, 1o the foot of the Muountain of the | he was about to admit into his mind d_esp‘mr—
Burning Stone, and there reloused. If he|ingdoubts'of success,a small package fullfrom
ascend the mountain and return with the | his bosom, und after sliding down a hundred
mate o this stone or a stone of its like, lmlfﬂ-‘lu lodged in & dﬂt‘: cleft of the glazier,
shall not only be pardoned fur his treason, | 1t recalied to his recollection the mysterious
but shall receive in marriage the princess| visitof the preceeding night, which, until
I':j'"i. and succeed the emperor in the em- now, had not entered his l!llild ; and llB‘l'Rj'il-
pire.  1fhe refuse 10 go up or fail in the at- idly descended to recover it. On opening it
tempt, he shall die an ignominious death, hafoum_i a transparent substance like gum,
by the axe of the executioner. Long live of a delightful fragrance, enclosed in parch-
the emperor, just and wise.' ment, on which was written these words :
Thrice the rumpet sounded, and amidthe  * I'he gum of the herb that containeth the

hand in his==wlhile the provy of the
Peru stood on lis left.  The first words of the
coremony had hegun tobe epokenby the high
priestof the sun, when a sudden commotion at
the entrance of the hnll drow all eyes and ine
terrupt the rites.  'I'he color eame like a flash
of sun-light t4 the pale cheek of the princess, as
she lonked up at the sound.  The next moment
n noble youth magnificently atired in cloth of
| groldy silk and velver, with a dnzzling caronet on
tiis brow, in which blazed a erescent of diamonds
cach of which rivalled in size and splondor that
ton the imporial crown, strode through the
{throng of courtinrs, who made way for him as
| e advanced, und coming withinthe eircle about
| the monarch, knelt before him, Lolding extend=
ol in his vight hnnd a single dinmond of wonder-
ful size and beauty. lustantly every eye ace
wledeed it to be the counterpart of that on
L imperial disdem.
‘Minrezuma! It is Montezuma!® eried 8
hutdrmd voices.
*Lam Montezuma,” was the reply of the voung
Linan, rieing from his knee and looking p}aud.‘y
wroand 3 but his eyve softened as his glance fell
v lovely princess, who, between surprise
jovy was nearly famting in the arms of her
ittendants, fam Montezuma, and have come,
cmperon to elaim the reward of iny succoss,~
Heeieid the twin-digmond to that in the regal
oW,
As he gpoke, he elevated it alaft,
=Lon with that on the crown, a
ery eye in full comparison,
' ed the likent

wrince of

&
¥
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in juxta po+
nd placed it to
A loud shout ac.
vand then Montezumha
he surprised monarch,
v, the emperar tock the hand
e trembling, joyful Eylla, and placed in that
of the prowd youth ; andthus wgether the beay«
tedus pair stood before the throne, the heart of
{every one present, nol excepting that of the im.
| perial parent himselt, confessod that Nature had
{ formed them for each other, though hitherto for.
tune had placed thom widely apart, The loud
accumulations that hailed them  ceased with a
wave of the emperor’s hand, and he thus ad.
| dressod the 1-!-1!!.2_“1» i ¢

*Take her, Montezuma thefirst  The word
of an emperor wus pledged sod s redeemed.—
The great Sun Las destined thee to become tha
progenitor of a new race of emperors, Long
may thy gace live and peacefully reign, But
the spirit of prophieey tells mo that a thousand
years will be the end of thy empire, and that the
last of thy name shall beeome the slave of a
chief, whose coming shall be from the rising of
the sun, and from & world unknown to ours.”

The emperor then removed the crown from
his head, and p'aced it upen the brow of the hap.
Py princess.
| The rites were once more renewed, and the
voice of the high priest, once more lifted up,
wade the noble Montezuma, and lovely Eylia
one. 'The hand of the emperor then placed
them on the throne, which their descendants
filled for many centuries, untl the last bearer
of the proud name of Monte zuma lost his empire,
his power and lis life, by the hands of invaders,
whose coming was from the rising of the sun and
whose pathway was deluged with blood,

of 1l

Beavrirvn, Rernv—Oune of the deaf and
{dumb in the institute of Paris, being desired to
cexpress his weas of the eternity of the Deity,
(replied—it is duration, without "beginning or
jend ; existence, without bounds or dimensions ;
present without past or future.  His eternity i
i {umh without infancy or old age, life without
| birth or death; to-day without yesterday or to-




